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SUMMARY 
  
 A bibliographical study of protocols for obtaining and evaluating mouse and cow 
embryos has been performed. There have been retained those methods that can be applied 
successfully in less equipped laboratories. 
 In order to obtain mouse embryos, females of any age may be used; they will receive a 
multiple ovulation therapy with pregnant mare's serum and hCG followed by natural 
breeding, and their collection will be made by ovaryhysterectomy at 40 hours after identifying 
the vaginal plug.  
Cow embryos will be obtained following FSH or pregnant mare's serum multiple 
ovulation treatments, followed by artificial insemination and non-surgical collection on  
Day 7. 
 The methods used to evaluate viability of embryos are as follows: examining 
morphology using the optical microscope, staining with trypan blue, biochemical 
ascertainment of glucose, fructose and lactose consumption. 
 A comparison study between these methods and their efficacy in evaluating the 
viability of embryos will be carried on. 
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